VALDEMAR F. LARSON
1930-1981
As the final page proofs for Volume 60 were being corrected, we were saddened by
the passing of Valdemar Larson—known by everyone at the Deep Sea Drilling Project as "Swede"—after a long illness. The following remarks were prepared by colleagues of Swede's in the DSDP Engineering and Operations Departments. At their
request, we are pleased to dedicate this volume to the memory of Swede Larson, who
was directly or indirectly responsible for much of the operational success of nearly
every Deep Sea Drilling Project leg, including Leg 60.
Swede Larson was a key figure in the Deep Sea Drilling Project for 12 of its 13 operating years. Joining the Project in 1969, he served as Operations Manager until
May 1980, when he became head of the Engineering Department. He retired in
January 1981 for reasons of poor health and passed away on July 15, 1981. Sixteen
years as an engineer with Standard Oil Company of California had endowed Swede
with an extraordinary knowledge of the technology and the people involved in the
offshore drilling industry. His innovative mind and tenacity systematically eliminated technical problems and continually upgraded the scientific productivity of
DSDP systems. As much as any other person, he was the man who made the Deep
Sea Drilling Project work.
Yet to those of us who knew and worked with Swede, he was much more than a
fine engineer and manager. He was a larger-than-life human being whose opinions
and guidance in many areas were respected and solicited by his associates. His ready
smile and deliberate manner of speaking will remain a part of DSDP for a long time.
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